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1 . THE DEFENSE MINISTRY ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT THE 
REMOVAL OF THE MILITARY GOVERNOR OF THE WEST BANK, 

BRIGADIER GENERAL DAVID HAGOEL, FOR FAILURE TO VERIFY 
REPORTS BY HIS SUBORDINATES ON AN INCIDENT AT THE BEIT 
JALA SCHOOL SIX WEEKS AGO. THE INCIDENT, EXPOSED 
SHORTLY AFTERWARD IN "TIME" AND WIDELY QUOTED IN ISRAELI AND 
INTER-NATIONAL NEWS MEDIA, INVOLVED THE THROWING OF TEAR GAS 
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GRENADES INTO CLOSED CLASSROOMS EILLED WITH STUDENTS DURING 
A DEMONSTRATION AGAINST ISRAEL'S LEBANESE INCURSION. 

AT THE TIME, IDF SPOKESMEN DISMISSED THE ALLEGATION AS 
AN EXAGGERATION OF A MINOR MISHAP. TWO OFFICERS DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT, THE BETHLEHEM MILITARY 
GOVERNOR AND HIS DEPUTY, HAVE ALSO BEEN RELIEVED AND ARE 
TO BE COURT-MARTIALED BY ORDER OF C/S EITAN ON CHARGES 
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OF ACTING IN VIOLATION OF STANDING ORDERS AND FALSIFYING 
THEIR REPORTS OE THE INCIDENT. 

2. THE DISMISSALS FOLLOWED AN INVESTIGATION ORDERED 
BY DEEENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN OE THE SCHOOL INCIDENT IN 
THE EACE OF PERSISTANT PRESS REPORTS CONTRADICTING THE 
IDE VERSION. LABOR MK YOSSI SARID REPORTEDLY HAD WRITTEN 
WEIZMAN AETER THE INCIDENT URGING HIM TO CONDUCT HIS 
OWN INQUIRY. FOLLOWING A REPORT (REP A) THAT HAGOEL HAD 
JUST REPRIMANDED THE BETHLEHEM MILGOV (APPARENTLY A BELATED 
MOVE TO COVER HIMSELF IN THE KNOWLEDGE THAT WEIZMAN 

WAS LOOKING INTO THE AFPAIR), SARID DEMANDED THAT WEIZMAN 
NOT BE SATISPIED WITH A REPRIMAND. HOGOEL'S TARDY AND 
INADEQUATE DISCIPLINARY ACTION AND HIS HAVING BEEN (ALLEGEDLY) 
PARTY TO THE COVER UP OP THE INCIDENT SEEM TO HAVE INFURIATED 
WEIZMAN WHO REACTED BY IMMEDIATELY SACKING HIM. THIS 
IS THE PIRST SUCH PUNICHMENT EVER METED OUT 
TO A HIGH-RANKING ISRAELI OFPICER IN MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
ADMINISTRATION. 

3. THE STORY RECEIVED PROMINENT COVERAGE IN THE MEDIA 
AND FOUR PAPERS TODAY DEVOTE EDITORIALS TO THE SUBJECT. 

ALL STRONGLY CONDEMN THE USE OF EXCESSIVE PORCE IN THE 
CLASSROOMS AND THE SUBSEQUENT COVER-UP AND PRAISE THE 
DEEENSE MINISTRY'S DISCIPLINARY MOVES. MAARIV TYPIFIES 
THIF.R INDIGNATION: "THE USE OF GAS GRENADES AGAINST SCHOOL- 
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CHILDREN IS A DISGRACE TO ITS PERPETRATORS, THE IDE AND 
THE STATE OP ISRAEL...IT IS HARD TO SAY WHAT IS WORSE, 

THE ACT WHICH VIOLATED INSTRUCTIONS AND HUMAN DECENCY, 

OR THE ATTEMPT TO EVADE RESPONSIBILITY BY PALSE REPORTING..." 

4. HAGOEL HAS BEEN THE OBJECT OP SOME EARLIER CRITICISM 
POR HEAVY-HANDEDNESS, AND THE JERUSALEM POST ARTICLE ALSO 
MENTIONS COMPLAINTS AGAINST HIM OF "MALADMINISTRATION." WEIZMAN 
REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN DISSATISFIED WITH SEVERAL ASPECTS 

OP THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT ON THE WEST BANK. MANY THOUGHTPUL 
ISRAELIS ARE INCREASINGLY UNEASY OVER REPORTS OF IDF OVER- 
REACTION TO WEST BANK INCIDENTS. AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE, THE 
WEEK-OLD NABLUS CURPEW HAS BEEN CRITICISED AS NEEDLESSLY 
SEVERE AND LONG. IT IS HOWEVER TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER 
HAGOEL'S REMOVAL WILL MEAN A REAL CHANGE IN OCCUPATION 
POLICY. 

LEWIS 
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